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and threw myself on the bed, with a desolate feeling which
must be felt to be comprehended, and to describe which
the words have not jet been invented.

Such was my situation when I was aroused by a knock
at my door. I was as much startled as was Robinson Cru-
soe, when he found footprints on the sands of his desolate
island. I knew not in what language to bid my visitor to
enter, so I rose and opened the door. My English friend,
whose acquaintance I had formed in so amusing a manner
at Ulm, stood before me. His wife had missed me from
the coffee-room, and had requested him to come up and ask
me to breakfast with them.

Reader, did you ever experience the kindness of a gentle
and amiable lady ? There is a softness, a tenderness, which
thrills through the heart, producing sensations which no
other cause can arouse. I felt a change flash through my
system iu an instant. Friends, and even kind friends, were
near me, and the gloomy spectres which had clustered
around me vanished, touched by the wand of hope. I went
down to the coffee-room again, but with far different feel-
ings. My appetite came, and with a lady at the head of the
table, and a most amiable one too, who could refuse to eat?
As I ate my strength returned. With my strength came
my spirits, and with my spirits the eager desire to learn,
tis early as possible, the fate of my visit to this far distant
city. By nine o'clock I found myself sufficiently recovered
to venture forth. I took a fiacre, and drove to the Optical
Institute of the celebrated Frauenhofer. My fiacre stopped,
I alighted: I had reached the terminus of my great search,
and in three minutes my fate would be decided.

I^was conducted to the office of M. Mertz, the successor
of Utzschneider, the successor of Frauenhofer. M. Mertz
spoke little or no English, and but very little French. I
spoke German indifferently, so we managed to commingle
the three languages together in a most skilful and scien-
tific manner. I told him I had travelled many thousand
miles in search of an object-glass of superior quality and
size; that'I had examined London in vain; I had searched
Pans with no better success; and that, in spite of the ad-clock
